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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, PINT, PN 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS: STUDENTS ALLEGE TORTURE 

1 . A RECENTLY DISTRIBUTED FLYSHEET OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
PANAMA LAW STUDENTS CENTER (CED) ALLEGES THAT FIVE UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS WERE ARRESTED AND TORTURED BY AGENTS OF THE NATIONAL 
GUARD (GN) G-2 ON JANUARY 16, 1977. THE ARRESTS ALLEGED IN 

THE HANDOUT OCCURRED IN RELATION TO A RALLY SPONSORED BY 
PANAMA'S LABOR UNION ORGANIZATIONS TO PROTEST THE GOP'S 
RECENT CHANGES IN THE COUNTRY'S LABOR CODE. THE RALLY WAS 
CALLED OFF AT GOP BEHEST. 

2. MEMBERS OF SOME ANTI-GOVERNMENT STUDENT GROUPS, PRIN- 
CIPALLY GUAYKUCHO AND FER (FRENTE ESTUDIANTIL REVOLUCIONARIO), 
WANTED TO ALIGN THEMSELVES WITH LABOR AT THE RALLY IN CON- 
DEMNING WHAT THEY REGARD AS ANTI-POPULAR MEASURES. THE CED 

IS CONTROLLED BY THOSE TWO STUDENT POLITICAL GROUPS. 

3. THE HANDOUT DENOUNCES THE ARRESTS OF: SANDRA 
OSORIO, FERNANDO LEVI, ANAXIMEDES GONZALEZ, HECTOR 
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DE LA CRUZ AND (FNU) GOMEZ. OSORIO AND LEVI ARE LISTED 
AS MEMBERS OF THE CED EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. THE HANDOUT 
ALLEGES THAT ALL WERE "BRUTALLY TORTURED FOR MORE 
THAN 15 HOURS AFTER THEIR ARREST BY AGENTS OF THE GN 
AND AFTERWARDS SENT WITH URGENCY TO SANTO TOMAS 
HOSPITAL". 
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4. COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS RELIABLE INFORMATION FROM 
OTHER SOURCES THAT STUDENTS WERE ARRESTED IN CON- 
NECTION WITH THE ABORTIVE RALLY ON JANUARY 16. TO 
OUR KNOWLEDGE, AT LEAST SOME UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
BELIEVE THE ALLEGATIONS OF TORTURE ARE TRUE, BUT WE 
HAVE SO FAR NOT BEEN ABLE TO VERIFY THEM. 

GONZALEZ 
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